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PARSHAT TOLDOT - Yitzchak's Blessings to His Sons (abstract)


As we read the story of Yitzchak's blessings to his sons, we cannot help wondering, what was Yitzchak thinking?  Was he really prepared to bless Esav over Yaakov?


 In our shiur, we suggest that Yitzchak never intended to select only Esav (and hence reject Yaakov); rather, he planned on blessing both sons.  To prove this, we analyze the nature of the "bechira" process, i.e. God's choice of Avraham and his offspring to become His special nation in Eretz Canaan. Based on that analysis, we show why Yitzchak had no reason to believe that only one of his sons would be chosen to form this nation.    Instead, both Esav and Yaakov would be chosen.


So why did Yitzchak plan to administer a special blessing to Esav?  Does this not indicate his selection of Esav as the exclusive inheritor of God's promise to Avraham?


A simple reading of the blessing intended for Esav - but deceptively seized by Yaakov - reveals the answer.  This blessing (27:28-9) makes no mention whatsoever of either of the two basic components of God's promise to Avraham: "zera" (offspring) and "aretz" (the land of Canaan).  It speaks only of prosperity and strength.  Yitzchak here does not bestow upon Esav God's blessing to Avraham, since this would be unnecessary: in his mind, both Yaakov and Esav are the natural inheritors of this blessing.  Furthermore, such a decision lies in God's hands, not Yitzchak's.  Rather, Yitzchak grants Esav a special blessing of power and prosperity, assuming that Esav, the "man of the field" (25:27), would become the political and military leader of God's special nation.  Yitzchak had likely planned to bless Yaakov, the "dweller of tents" (ibid.), with his own blessing of spiritual leadership.


As we know, however, Rivka foiled Yitzchak's plan.  Whereas Yitzchak foresaw the emergence of a nation from both sons, Rivka knew better.  When she "went to seek God" to explain the meaning behind her unusually difficult pregnancy, she was told, "Two nations are in your belly; two peoples will separate from your womb."  Rivka thus learned that her sons would yield two distinct nations, only one inheriting the promise to Avraham.  For some reason - we can only speculate as to why -, Rivka never related this prophecy to Yitzchak.  Now, upon hearing Yitzchak's plans to bless Esav, Rivka realized she must intervene.  She therefore sent Yaakov to intercept Yitzchak's blessing.


Then, after the entire incident had passed, Rivka evidently told Yitzchak about the prophecy and why she felt compelled to send Yaakov to receive the blessing in Esav's stead.  Realizing his mistake, Yitzchak blesses Yaakov (before he departs to Charan) that God should grant him the promise to Avraham: "E -l Sha-dai should bless you… He shall give you the blessing of Avraham… that you shall inherit the land of your residence that God gave to Avraham" (28:3-4).  


This roundabout way in which Yaakov earned his designation as Yitzchak's heir may reflect an important principle relevant to the mission of this special nation he is to father.  Although Yaakov's primary quality was his "tent dwelling" - his involvement in study and other purely spiritual pursuits, he had to "don the hands of Esav" in order to reach his destiny to establish a nation.  He was forced to dress himself as a "man of the field" in an effort to secure God's promise.  Similarly, his progeny must at times resort to tactics resembling those of Esav as they work towards the fulfillment of their goal.  When this happens, we must remember to retain the "voice of Yaakov," even though our arms wear the goatskins of Esav.
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